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_3. (U) Chavez's rhetorical imagery seems more violent, such as 

the now-imfamous references that he would "use pliers" to "tighten 

some nuts." He later brandished a set of pliers during a speech. 

Ina anee bar eevee 7 @ woman peeeere reeset _ a ots ceaves 
Q ork F pened dge. 
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Chaves 'a pugnacious remarks are neta easy te prea aside, as they 
were before. 


4. (U} Although the attendance at bis epeacben is clearly down, 
they may be attracting more radical supporters. For example. we 
noticed the prominent display of both Communist party and ETA 
flags in Chavez's December 10 speech in Plaza Caracas. At least 
in the cage of the Comumista, Chavez singled thea out for 

- applause. 
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7. (U) Chavez is threatening retaliation against the businesses 
and hag ordered MVR deputy and party leader’.Prancisco Ameliach to 

comply a "black list" of those that participated in the shutdown 

and has mentioned the need to review government contracts. Some 

MVR hardiiners like Oscar Mezza aven want Chavez to declare a 

“atate of exception.” Indeed, a large MVR banner spanning the 

street next to the National Assembly advocates just that. 
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